
ILLUMINATEDEVERYTHING EWE 
NEED TO KNOW...

Our full flock visited 3 large, 
established visitor locations 
before separating to spend time 
with 90 community groups in 
locations including churches, pubs, 
bus stops, libraries, shop windows 
and schools...

Almost 280,000 people 
engaged with the project

The project was delivered by  
12 core team members,  
10 community partners and 
countless community champions

From 29 September - 2 December 
2022, Sheep were sited across 
Northumberland in locations 
from Allendale to Berwick and 
Gilsland to Seahouses



ABOUt
Led by Queen’s Hall Arts, Illuminated Sheep was a visual arts trail that lit up 
Northumberland to celebrate the arrival of the Lindisfarne Gospels in the North East in 
the autumn of 2022. Illuminated Sheep by Deepa Mann-Kler was inspired by the Gospels’ 
themes of light and pilgrimage, and saw a flock of life-sized sheep lit up in bright colours 
at some of the region’s most iconic locations including Bamburgh Castle, Vindolanda and 
Woodhorn Museum. 

Individual sheep were then adopted and customised by local communities across the 
county to create a free Art Trail before the flock were rounded up for a final gathering at 
the Festival of Flame at Hexham Abbey.

Illuminated Sheep was commissioned by Northumberland County Council and developed 
and managed by Queen’s Hall Arts and the Hexham Culture Network. It was part of the 
Cultural Programme of Hexham High Street Heritage Action Zone (HSHAZ) and funded 
by North of Tyne Combined Authority. 

“We were able to use the 
Illuminated Sheep for community 
projects. Some of the groups 
still now work together! It has 
strengthened our community 
footprint here in Cramlington.” 
Stephen Perola,  
Cramlington Community Hub

“The sheep and whole project 
created renewed interest in 
our then partially-refurbished 
Cornhill on Tweed Centre. We 
received two definite bookings 
for start-up business units while 
she was with us. Now demand 
for the units exceeds supply!”
Cornhill on Tweed Centre

“It has been a joy having 
the sheep here and the 
feedback from those who 
came out to our little patch 
of rural Northumberland 
was excellent.” 
Sonya Galloway, Vindolanda

“We had a fab-ewe-lous time, 
Woodhorn looks amazing all lit up!”
Visitor to Woodhorn Museum

“It was an absolutely runaway 
success! We would LOVE to 
do the event again. An annual 
pilgrimage?!”
Claire Watson-Armstrong, 
Bamburgh Castle 



The numbers

LIBRARIES & ARCHIVES

COUNTY SHOW PREVIEW

LOCATION

BAMBURGH CASTLE

VINDOLANDA

BERWICK PREVIEW

4 JUNe

DATE RANGE

5,000

EST NUMBERS

16 -18 SEPT 3,047

SEPT - DEC 2,800

28 SEPT - 1 OCT 564

3 - 9 OCT 2,000

WOODHORN 12 - 16 OCT 2,700

HEXHAM MART AUCTION 18 OCT 100

HEXHAM HSHAZ 18 OCT - 2 DEC 19,000

COMMUNITY ADOPTIONS 24 OCT - 1 DEC 240,000

FESTIVAL OF FLAME 2 DEC 3,000

TOTAL 278,211

The project enhanced our 
flourishing tourism industry by 
attracting visitors from all over 
the UK and further afield to 
explore and experience the history, 
creativity and diverse attractions 
of this most beautiful of places.

Through full flock appearances 
and community adoption, 
the project sought to address 
the following threats and 
opportunities:

• Rural economy – disenfranchised 
from urban offers of culture

• Community cohesion – 
fragmented communities

• Modern pilgrimage - explorers in 
search of authentic experiences 
and local stories

shop windows

OPEN

School 

CInEMA

GYMS

church vestibule 



 What can be learnt?
What a project like this can do for you…

Demonstrate the benefits of working  

with highly engaged community groups 

and busy businesses

Enhance confidence working on 
region-wide, large scale cultural 
productions/products

Work at scale  
across a large 
geographical area

Manage the 

challenges of 

collecting data 

in multiple rural 

locations

Increase social reach - engaging stories and images make for great social media content!

Connect people 
with your offer 

via mobile technologies

Co-create and  
build trust with 
community creators



THANK YOU
BAMBURGH CASTLE

VINDOLANDA

WOODHORN MUSEUM

HEXHAM MART

HEXHAM ABBEY

To our many community adopters...
we couldn’t have done it without ewe!

BAA-RILIANT COVERAGE... 
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LIFE BY LUXMURALIS12TH–16TH OCTOBERDurham Cathedraldurhamcathedral.co.ukReflect upon life on our 
planet in this new exhibition 
at Durham Cathedral: Life by Luxmuralis. From 

sunrise to sunset, light and 
sound is used to create an 
immersive experience that 
journeys through the beauty 
of planet earth, portraying 
the sounds and textures of 
humanity, extinction and 
time. The art will be projected 
onto architectural features, 
transforming and enveloping 
the Cathedral. Visitors can 
walk through and view 
individual light and sound art 
installations. The sounds and 
musical pieces are composed 
by David Harper and the 
artwork and visual imagery is 
created by artist Peter Walker.

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO 
WHAT WAS AS MUCH AS 
WHAT IS UNTIL 30TH OCTOBERHousesteads Roman Fortenglish-heritage.org.uk To celebrate Hadrian’s Wall’s 

1,900th anniversary, working 
with renowned artist and 
designer Morag Myerscough, 
local residents have helped 
reinvent and rebuild the North 
Gate at Housesteads Roman 
Fort, opening up views from 
a perspective that was last 
experienced 1,600 years ago. 
The Future Belongs To What 
Was As Much As What Is offers 
a contemporary take on the 
original Roman gatehouse 
at Housesteads, one of the 
wall’s best preserved and most 
important sites, connecting the 
people of 2022 back to the year 
122. Adding a splash of colour 
to this historic fort, it stands 
in the exact same spot that the 
North Gate once stood. Using 
scaffolding, the installation 
has been erected to the same 
height as the original to echo 

the views the Roman soldiers 
would have experienced, 
and has been decorated with 
Morag’s signature colourful 
artwork using words and ideas 
from local groups, and with 
help from Newcastle poet Ellen 
Moran. To find out more, read 
our interview with Morag at 
livingnorth.com. 

LAUREN PATTISON: IT IS 
WHAT IT IS8TH OCTOBER The Stand, Newcastle0191 232 0707thestand.co.uk  Following a whirlwind couple 

of years (with awards and 
sell-out shows), Edinburgh 
Comedy Award Best Newcomer 
nominee and Geordie lass 
Lauren Pattison is back with a 
new show. Reluctant to share 
too much info (because, as 
we all know now, things can 
change very quickly in the 
modern world), this show ‘is 
what it is’. We’re sure what it is 
will be brilliant. 

JACK CARROLL: WALKING 
FUNNY
3RD NOVEMBERMiddlesbrough Town Hall

01642 729729middlesbroughtownhall.co.uk
Britain’s Got Talent Runner-Up 
and star of BBC’s Live at the 

COMEDY

ART & EXHIBITIONS  

THEATRE

Apollo returns to the stage with 
his new comedy show, Walking 
Funny. Dubbed as a ‘comedy 
genius’ by David Walliams, his 
humour could be just what we 
need right now. 

AN EVENING WITH DAVID 
PUTTNAM11TH OCTOBERThe Fire Station, Sunderland 

0191 570 0007sunderlandculture.org.uk Don’t miss this conversation 
with one of the legends of 
British cinema. Multi award-
winning film producer Lord 
David Puttnam will reveal the 
stories behind some of his 
greatest movies (including 
Chariots of Fire and Midnight 
Express). He’s the patron 
of Schools NorthEast, an 
organisation set up in 2007 
to represent all schools in the 
North East; and in that same 
year he was given the freedom 
of the City of Sunderland. 
We’re sure he’s got plenty of 
knowledge to share. 

WATSON: THE FINAL PROBLEM
18TH OCTOBERAlnwick Playhouse01665 660550alnwickplayhouse.co.ukForever fans of detective stories, 

we’ve got our eye on Watson: 
The Final Problem, based on 
the stories by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle. It’s 1894 and Watson is 
alone. The people of London 
are muttering false reports and 
rumours, and it’s time to set 
the record straight. Holmes and 
Watson must come together to 
face their greatest ever challenge 
in this gripping play. 

THE CHLOE AND LIAM 
VARIETY PERFORMANCE
6TH NOVEMBER The Customs House, South Shields

0191 454 1234customshouse.co.ukHead to The Customs House 
for an amazing night of 
entertainment in aid of The 

Chloe and Liam Together 
Forever Trust. Talent from 
across the region will come 
together to raise money for 
this important charity. The 
Trust support and inspire 
others to achieve and reach 
their full potential through 
the love of sport and performance in memory of 

South Shields’ Chloe and 
Liam, a young couple who 
tragically lost their lives in 
the Manchester terror attack 
in 2017. Read more about the 
charity at livingnorth.com. 

CROWN BALLET: SWAN LAKE
7TH OCTOBERThe Maltings, Berwick01289 330999 maltingsberwick.co.uk The most famous ballet of 

all time, Swan Lake, will be 
brought to you by Crown 
Ballet. Loved by generations, 
it continues to attract huge 
worldwide audiences, so if you 
are a ballet-lover you won’t 
want to miss it.

AITCH
9TH OCTOBERO2 City Hall, Newcastleacademymusicgroup.comPlatinum-selling, BRIT-

nominated Manchester rapper 
Aitch is taking his debut 
album Close To Home on 
the road. From underground 
rapper to chart-topper, Aitch 
has become a household 
name and leads a fresh wave 
of Northern talent. If rap 
music is your thing, give his 
album a listen to see what all 
the fuss is about.

MARTI PELLOW: PELLOW TALK16TH OCTOBERThe Maltings, Berwick01289 330999maltingsberwick.co.ukYou’re invited to spend an 
evening with Marti Pellow – 
like you’ve never seen him 
before. Pellow Talk is your 
chance to learn all about the 
real Martin, not just as a singer 
and songwriter with Wet Wet 
Wet. Through music and 
laughter, he’ll tell his story, and 
entertain you as always. Expect 
to hear songs you’ll know as 
well as ones you’ll get to know.

ILLUMINATED SHEEPUNTIL 31ST OCTOBER
35 locations across Northumberland (with guest appearances in 

Newcastle and North Tyneside)
A new visual arts trail is lighting up Northumberland to celebrate 

the arrival of The Lindisfarne Gospels in the North East. Inspired 

by The Gospels’ themes of light and pilgrimage, Illuminated 

Sheep is encouraging locals and visitors alike to find their inner 

shepherd (use #FindTheFlock to share your finds on social 

media). A flock of 40 life-sized illuminated sheep, created by 

artist Deepa Mann-Kler, have appeared, creating a number of 

trails that can be completed on foot, bike or by public transport. 

Deepa uses light, colour and humour to connect with audiences, 

and this is a great example of her unique work. Illuminated 

Sheep is being developed and managed by Hexham Culture 

Network on behalf of Hexham High Street Heritage Action Zone 

(HSHAZ) and led by Queen’s Hall Arts. laingartgallery.org.uk

JOURNEY IN COLOUR
UNTIL 30TH OCTOBERThe Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle

Join a dazzling journey of 
discovery and adventure 

at The Bowes Museum as 
you explore the Journey in Colour exhibition, where visitors can take 

in hundreds of years of creativity with colour from the Renaissance to 
the present day. Presented 
alongside the Museum’s 

extraordinary collection are 
new artworks, vases and 
technologies created by 

artists and colour fanatics, 
and visitors can ‘play’ 

with colour on five-metre 
interactive light towers. 

Children can join in the fun by borrowing an 
explorer coat and backpack 
to follow an explorers’ trail 

around the exhibition, finding out facts and 
answering questions about 
the objects that inspired some of the vases.

01833 690606thebowesmuseum.org.uk

LES MISÉRABLES 2ND–19TH NOVEMBER
Sunderland Empire

We couldn’t be more excited about Les Mis 
coming to Sunderland. This 

brilliant new stage show has 
taken the world by storm as 
Les Mis for the 21st century. 

With scenery inspired by the 
paintings of Victor Hugo, 
look forward to seeing 

performances of the songs I 
Dreamed a Dream, On My 
Own, One Day More, and 
our personal favourite – 

Master Of The House. Seen 
by more than 120 million 

people worldwide, Les Mis 
has earned its place as one 

of the world’s most popular musicals.

atgtickets.com

SPIKE
18TH–22ND OCTOBER
Darlington Hippodrome

It’s 1950s Britain, and out 
of the gloom comes The 

Goon Show. While Harry 
Secombe and Peter Sellers 

are taking things seriously, 
chief writer Spike Milligan 
is pushing the boundaries 
of comedy – and in doing 
so, testing the patience of 
the BBC. Starring Robert 

Wilfort (as seen in Gavin 
and Stacey and Bridgerton) 

as Spike, we’re sure this 
show will bring you plenty of laughter.

01325 405405darlingtonhippodrome.co.uk

KATHERINE RYAN: MISSUS 
10TH NOVEMBER

Stockton Globe
Creator and star of Netflix 
smash-hit The Duchess 
and all-round hilarious comedian, tickets are selling fast for Katherine 
Ryan’s new live show. 

She’ll be sharing her new 
perspectives on life, love, 

and what it means to be a 
Missus since marrying her first love.

stocktonglobe.co.uk

FIND MORE AMAZING ART AT LIVINGNORTH.COM

MUSIC
& DANCE 

DAFT AS A BRUSH 
LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS15TH OCTOBER

O2 City Hall, Newcastle
Don’t miss this exceptional evening of music, song, choir, 

dance and much more as Daft As a Brush Cancer Patient Care 

presents its Last Night of the Proms. Ray Spencer MBE returns 

as compère with musical director, Ernest Young, the Newcastle 

Dance School, the Bede Wind Orchestra and Choir and 

special guests. Every ticket sale helps them to buy their 100th 

ambulance and includes a free event programme and a flag.
academymusicgroup.com



 What next? Over to ewe...

To start a conversation with  

the Illuminated Sheep team, email 

boxoffice@queenshall.co.uk


